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SHIVAGANGE

Nithin Kamath relishes the climb to the
top of Shivagange hill and the reward of

a mind-blowing view from there

Shivagange is a
hillock just 60

km from Banga-
lore. It is said
that the hills
looks like a Shiva
Linga when seen
from one of the
sides. Also, it is
said that the
spring water
found here is
from the sacred
water of Ganga.

PILGRIMAG
PLACE

There are several
temples and holy
locations like
Patalagange,
Olakala Teertha,
Nandi and
Veerabhadresh-
wara temple in
Shivagange. It is
also known as
the Kashi of

the South.

and my friend Harish start-

ed off from the Ba-

nashankari bus stop and

made our way to the KR
Market by a BMTC bus. We were
told we would get a direct bus to
Shivagange from Kalasipalya.
When we reached there around
8:30 am, the bus had already left
and we had to take a private bus
to Dobbspet. The speakers and
woofers in the bus made our
ears plead for mercy.

We arrived at Dobbspet and
found that the distance to Shiv-
agange was around 8 kilometres.
We hopped into a Tata Sumo to
reach Shivagange around 12.20
pm. We quickly started climbing
the steps and immediately
reached the footsteps of Gangad-
hareshwara temple.

They say that at this temple if
we do a ghee abhisheka, it turns
into butter!

A TUNNEL

There is also a tunnel here which
is believed to connect Shiva-
gange to the Gavigangadharesh-
waraswamy Temple in Banga-
lore. Imagine going down the
tunnel in Bangalore and appear-
ing in Shivagange! But alas, there
is not much scope for investiga-

EMPLE SCULPTURES

tion as the tunnel is closed at
both the places because it is
very risky to undertake this
journey. Oxygen levels would
be very low inside the tunnel
and no one has gone through
the tunnel for a long time.
We quickly visited the
temple and continued fur-
ther. We saw wonderful
carvings on the walls and
could also see remains of
the fort walls. We first passed the
giant entrance above which a
bull (Nandi) statue was placed,
and after much climbing
reached another temple which is
known as Olakala Teertha at
around 1:30 pm.

AWATER TEST

Olakala Teertha has its own sig-
nificance. There is a small hole
inside here and when someone
puts their hand inside, if that
person finds water, then he/she
has done good deeds and is a
good person. | putin my hand,
could not find water, then when

| looked inside | realised the
trick. It was a bit deep, so one
had to put the hand inside fully.
Since | had not removed my
hand and it was still inside, |
bent and as my hand went in
deeper, finally touching water.
What is the learning, you say? If
at first you don'’t succeed, try
again;-). Since this temple is
carved inside the hill, it gets
pretty hot inside. In fact, we
came out sweating.

DECISION TIME
We continued and finally came
to the starting point of the main
hill. It was already 2:20 pm. Here
is a small place where you can
rest and buy some snacks. Before
proceeding, we had a decision to
make, as it was getting cloudy
and the climb was steep and the
rock steps were not the best op-
tion for climbing down if it
rains. We decided to proceed.

MONKEY ATTACK

Now we came to the most ad-
venturous part of the trip. Just

as we started our climb, Harish
was attacked by a monkey. Now
this was our mistake, we had
made two big blunders; one,
even after knowing that the
place is infested by monkeys, we
took along a bag in which we
were carrying water and biscuits.
Two, the main mistake we made
was keeping an empty biscuit
cover in the side pouch. (We are
environment friendly and do

not throw plastic covers here
and there, we just bring them
back and then dispose them.)

The monkey grabbed the bag
and took out the biscuit packet. It
noticed the packet was empty. We
would have expected it to jump
off now; but this monkey meant
business; it tried to open the zip.
To defend ourselves we had two
sticks which would not have
scared even a fly; they were more
like straws. Soon we were joined
by another family, and seeing that
it was getting outnumbered, the
monkey finally jumped away.
Thus ended a tug of war.

The rest of the journey to
the top was like a James Bond
movie, we had to be on the
look out for the monkeys, as
they would be anywhere
left/right/above! We stuck with
the family we had met
and reached the top of the
hill at 2:50 pm.

ON TOP OF THE WORL[;)

At the top on one side is a giant
Nandi statue, though there are
steps and barricades, it was very
frightening as there were far too
many people here than | thought

it would hold. Regardless, we
took a quick round and proceed-
ed to the other side. Must men-
tion that the view from the top

of the hill is mind-blowing. The

Venture

clouds were a welcome addition
to the scene and we felt like on
top of the world.

There were two more temples
on top of the hill, we went about
and took quite a few snaps be-
fore heading down. We did not
like the idea of being outnum-
bered by the monkeys as most of
the other people had already
started moving down and only a

NANDI STATUE

HOW TO GO THER

LOCATION
Shivagange,
Near Dobbspet, Tumkur
TRANSPORT
Take any private bus going
to Dobbspet, and then take ar
auto from Dobbspet

handful of us were left FOOD

at the top. Better to carry food if you plar
to stay for long

UNDERGROUND WATEF

The descent was faster and we
reached the bottom of the hill
at 4:30 pm. We had stopped in
between for rest and to have
some soft drinks. Before mov-
ing away, we noticed another
place which is to the immedi-
ate right just before the en-
trance of the first two temples.
This place is called Patala-
gange. It is said the water
which flows here is connected
to Antargange, quite far from
here. We had to descend one
by one inside the cave to reach
the water as the place narrows
down as we go down.

Finally, we came to the streets
and it was already 4:45 pm. We
had not had our lunch till now
and we were very hungry. We
had some food at a small hotel
and took an auto to Dobbspet
around 5:20 pm.

We made our way back by a
crowded KSRTC bus and re-
turned to Bangalore.

The total cost of the whole
trip was Rs 277 for the two of us,
so individually it was
just Rs 138!

Nithin Kamath is a
software professional working for
an MNC who loves to trek during

the weekends

SUGGESTIONS

@ Do not carry any bags. Mon
keys are wild and will snatct
anything they can put thei
hands on. Ladies should avo
carrying handbags.

® There are two small hotels i
Shivagange. It's better to carr
own food and eat it before/af
ter you reach the foot of the
hill. Do not carry it to the top.

@ If you do not have a private
vehicle, bargain with the au:
towallahs. If you wait till the
auto is full you will be chargec
a minimum of Rs 10.

GOOD TREK

From the trekking point of viev
though it not as demanding a
Savanadurga, it is still tough ar
is a good two-plus kilometre
from the foot to the top of the hill
Most of the way till the middle o
the starting point of the mair
climb is easy, after which th
climb becomes a bit tough wit
the steps carved out of the hill b
ing narrow at places.

Adventure just got itself a new name! The number of new and old places Bangalore’s
resident techies have covered are seemingly endless. Have you been someplace lately?
Write in and send us your experiences for our Tech Venture column. But if you made that
trip on a sick leave, or if you like your anonymity, then give yourself a nom de plume. We
won't snitch on your real identity, we promise! Write in to bmtechventure@gmail.com




